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hen the hundreds
of children and
mothers arrived at

the First Baptist
Church in Eldorado, Texas, Helen Pfluger did her best
to put them at ease. She chatted with
them as she passed out food. She also

offered crayons, which quickly demonstrated just how different these
kids were. "When we handed out the
Crayolas, they just stared at them,"
says Pfluger, who was volunteering at
the church. "I think they were trying
to decide if a crayon was something
you were supposed to eat."
That was not the only culture shock

in

a bizarre odyssey that was still
unfolding. OnApril 4 swarms of Texas
Rangers and representatives of Child
Protective Services raided a compound
outside Eldorado belongingto the Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints, a breakaway sect

from the Mormon church, notorious
for its practice ofhaving older men take

multiple young girls for their wives.
Authorities were acting in response to
a report ofphysical and sexual abuse.
Theyfound an undisclosed number of
teenage girls who were pregnant and
hordes of children wearing clothes
that looked like something out of Little
House on the Prqirie. Officials tookthe
extraordinary step of removing 4I9 children and 159 adults fromtheir home for
their own safety, byfarthe largest such
effort in the state's history. "These kids
have been raised in a cave, basically,"
says Sam Brower, a private investiga-

tor who has interviewed many former
members of the FLDS. "Theyhave little
or no education, have never seen TVor

listenedto radio."
Investigators were also questioning
an unknown number of men found
at the compound, disciples of FLDS
Ieader Warren Jeffs (see box), who
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a mother," says Carolyn Jessop, now
an antichurch activist who chronicled
her life as an FLDS wife and mother of
eight in a book, E s cap e (Paovrn, O cL 29,
2OO7),"but if she is not able to protect
them from being victimized because of

the mind control, they're not safe with
her." Inthe days afterthe raid, Jessop,
who says she had four stepdaughters
at the compound, brought two of her
daughters to Eldorado to allaythe sect
members'fears. "I thought, if my stepchildren could see theirhalfsisters and
see how they're doing, it will help them
[see]," says Jessop, "that ifs not allbad
on the outside."

The children's futures remain uncertain. Proving abuse can be difficult
if the minors are unwilling to testi$/

78

April21,2oo8

PEOPLE

against their elders, in which case the
kids would likelybe returned to their
families: Pfluger says that to her eyes
the kids seemed to be enjoyingthe outside world. The day after they arrived

at the church, the kids were allowed
to go out and frolic on the playground.

"I don't know if they'd ever been on
slides, swings or monkey bars before,

but it doesn't take any child long
to figure out what to do," she saYs.
"You should have heard the squeals
of laughter. The joy, the glee in their
voices just thrilled my soul."
By Bill Hewitt and Bob Meadows. Cary
Cardwell and Anne Lang in Eldorado,
Darla Atlas in Fort Worth. Vickie Bane in
Denver and Cathy Free in Salt Lake City

